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"reason is the eye within us, which helps us to recog-
nize the truth." In consequence they rejected all the
mysteries of Christianity, the Trinity, the Incarnation,
original sin, the Redemption, the sacraments. Perse-
cuted by the Catholics in Italy and by the Protestants
in Germany, they took refuge in Poland, where they
founded the sect of the Socinians. This sect was
equally detested by Protestants and by Catholics. Hol-
land, which at the end of the seventeenth century had
come to tolerate all the sects, was not yet willing to
put up with the Socinians. "The God of the Socin-
ians," said the Protestant pastor Juriers, "is the great-
est of all monsters; he is hardly of more value than
the Jupiter of the pagans, or the gods of Epicurus."
"Few people/' says a writer of the seventeenth cen-
tury, "dare to read the books of this sect; to declare in
favor of it is to lose honor, repose, property and life/'
The sect, exterminated in- Poland, has vegetated ob-
scurely in Transylvania; but its doctrines have been
taken up in America by the Unitarians (who reject the
Trinity) and are to-day the adopted belief of a body of
Protestants.

The sect of the Arminians, founded in Holland near
the end of the sixteenth century, rejected predestina-
tion and original sin. Calvin had said that all men are
condemned through sin, and can only be saved by
special grace vouchsafed to each one; the Arminians
declared that all men, even the pagans, had received
sufficient grace from God in order to save them from
damnation; it was enough for them to conform to
natural law, that is, to be good, in order to work out
their salvation. The Arminians quickly brought them-